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TEEN GETS HER 
FILL OF BUSINESS
Entrepreneur runs 
outlet that lets 
customers refill 
plastic containers 
that otherwise 
would be wasted. 
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NM officials 
now face 
cannabis 
crunch time
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BY DAN BOYD
JOURNAL CAPITOL BUREAU

SANTA FE — After navigating political mine-
fields and popping champagne corks, New Mexico 
officials now face the daunting task of trying to 
create a regulatory and oversight framework for a 
new legal cannabis industry in a matter of months.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham acknowledged in 
a recent interview that there’s a “mountain” of 
work to be done to prepare 
for commercial sales to 
start by no later than April 
2022, under a legalization 
bill approved by lawmak-
ers during a two-day special 
session that ended March 
31.

That includes creating a 
new advisory committee, 
conducting a market analy-
sis focused on other states 
that have enacted cannabis 
legalization laws and ready-
ing for marijuana production license applications 
to start being filed in September.

“We have to start getting our producers, growers 
and farmers ready to go right now,” said the Demo-
cratic governor, who is expected to sign the can-
nabis legalization bill into law in the coming days.

While New Mexico’s newest industry won’t 
be full-fledged for another year, the state’s new 
stance on pot could start being felt by as soon as 
this summer.

That’s because possession and use of cannabis 

How does it work?
Q&A

BY DAN MCKAY
JOURNAL CAPITOL BUREAU

What’s the status of the legislation?
The proposal to legalize cannabis won approval 

in a two-day special session called by Gov. 
Michelle Lujan Grisham in late March.

The governor has until April 20 to act on the 
legislation, House Bill 2, but she is expected to 
sign the bill before then. It passed the House 
38-32 and the Senate 22-15. No Republicans voted 
in favor of the measure, and some Democrats 
opposed it.

What does the bill do?
The legislation would establish a regulatory 

framework allowing adults 21 and over to buy, 
possess, grow and use marijuana. It’s often 
called an adult-use or recreational marijuana 
law, because sales aren’t restricted to medical 
patients.

A new Cannabis Control Division would 
operate within the Regulation and Licensing 
Department.

Regulatory framework, market 
analysis present daunting tasks

 See NM OFFICIALS  >>  A16

 See Q & A  >>  A16
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BY MATTHEW REISEN
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

For decades, Leigh-Anne 
just wanted someone, anyone, 
to listen.

Instead, she said, she was 
placed in a mental hospital, 
silenced and ignored until she 
fell into a yearslong spiral of 
drug addiction, self-doubt and 
destruction.

The 39-year-old was finally 
going to get her chance to con-
front Sabine Griego — the for-

mer priest who she says raped 
her repeatedly from ages 7 to 9.

But six weeks before he was 
to go on trial, Griego was found 
dead on a bathroom floor in a 
home near Las Vegas, New 
Mexico. Paramedics deter-
mined the 82-year-old had been 
lying there for hours, and the 
cause of death was listed as car-
diovascular disease, high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol.

“At first, I felt like a great 
weight had been lifted off my 

SILENT NO MORE
Victim says abuse and church’s handling of it  

left her life a shambles

Sabine Griego

 See VICTIM  >>  A4

 See SANDIA COASTER  >>  A11
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BY RYAN BOETEL
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Just the thought of a mountain 
coaster in the Sandias is making 
some people scream.

Hundreds of New Mexicans have 
chimed in during a public com-
ment period the Cibola National 
Forest held as part of the approval 
process for a mountain coaster at 
the Sandia Peak Ski Area. More 
than 1,700 people and counting 
have written comments about the 
proposal, and the vast majority of 
them are critical of the coaster, 
according to a Journal review.

“If we built a mechanical bull 
ride at the top of the Sandias, yes, 

more people may go up there, but 
at what cost to the land/view?” 
Jonathan Yales asked.

“I oppose building a roller coast-
er on sacred lands, you wouldn’t 
think to stick a roller coaster in 
Vatican city, it would be abhor-
rent,” Colette Scaff wrote. “This 
is equally so.”

“This is a terrible idea and 
a waste of money,” Jared 
McGaughey said. “There are bet-
ter ways to attract additional sum-
mer tourism. … A real bike park is 
the obvious best option.”

Benny Abruzzo, the president 
of Sandia Peak Ski Co., has read 
through many of the letters. He 
said he wasn’t surprised by the 
tone.

His family and other share-
holders in a closely held private 
company that manages the busi-
nesses draping the top of the San-
dia Mountains have been hear-
ing similar remarks for nearly 
60 years. They also manage Ski 

Forest Service says environment assessment may be needed

More Information
For more about the project, go 
to Cibola National Forest and 
National Grasslands website, 
www.fs.usda.gov/cibola, and 
go to the “Sandia Peak Ski Area 
Mountain Coaster Project” link.

SANDIA 
COASTER
GETTING

BUMPY
RECEPTION
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BY KATHALEEN ROBERTS
ASSISTANT ARTS EDITOR

W
e inhale and exhale 
oxygen through our 
lungs in a vital dance 
choreographing the 
rhythm of life.

On average, we take about a 
billion breaths in our lifetime, but 
we never know which will be our 
last.

Sometimes we gasp. 
“Breath Taking,” an exhibition 

open at the New Mexico Museum 
of Art, expresses the vital 
biological function many of us 
took for granted until the advent of 
COVID-19. Expressed through more 
than 45 photographs, drawings, 
sculptures, installations and videos, 
18 contemporary artists explore 
the nature of this universal act by 
measuring it, scanning it, enclosing 
it, evoking it and reminding us of 
our vulnerability.

Originally scheduled to open 
in May 2020, the exhibition now 
seems prophetic in the wake of the 
pandemic and George Floyd’s tragic 
words, “I can’t breathe.”

“It’s a huge, shared trauma,” 
curator Katherine Ware said.

Some artists explore the human 
relationship with the environment, 
others focus on the repetitive and 
reciprocal exchange of oxygen and 
carbon between animals and plants. 

Still more capture the 
philosophical and spiritual 
dimensions of breath.

Ware first conceived of the exhibit 
several years ago, realizing the 
depiction of something invisible 
presented a challenge. She sought 
artwork through her contacts 
and across the internet. Then the 

IF YOU GO
WHAT: “Breath Taking”

WHERE: New Mexico Museum of Art, 107 W. Palace Ave., Santa Fe
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m Tuesday-Sunday through Sept. 5

HOW MUCH: $7 New Mexico residents; $12 non-residents
CONTACT: nmartmuseum.org, 505-476-5072. All visitors are required to wear masks or cloth face coverings.  

The number of visitors allowed into the building will be limited in accordance with the most current  
New Mexico public health order. Reduced occupancy might result in a wait. 

DRAW BREATH
Exhibit examines a basic biological function  

through the lens of art

“Bubble-No-10,” Stuart Allen.“Coronavirus,” David S. Goodsell, 2020, watercolor.

COURTESY OF THE NEW MEXICO MUSEUM OF ART

“Mike D. Washington,” Tony Mobley, 2020.
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BY ROZANNA M. MARTINEZ
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

G abrielle Parrulli 
is changing the 
community one refill at 
a time.

Parrulli, 17, is the founder 
of Gabrielle’s Greenery, which 
recently opened. 
The pop-up, which 
operates out of 
a refurbished 
Airstream, has 
a refillery where 
empty bottles can 
be reused and 
filled with eco-
friendly detergents, shampoo, 
conditioner and more. A thrift 
clothing rack, succulents and 

eco-friendly body and cleaning 
products also are some of 
the offerings at Gabrielle’s 
Greenery.

“I’ve just I’ve wanted to do 
this for years,” Parrulli said. 

“There’s a lot of thoughts that 
I’ve had into doing this. I’ve 
always loved business. I got 
into environmental science in 
sixth grade and fell in love with 
the idea of one person can help 
change the world. And we can 
help all together. We just make 
it easy for each other and that’s 
part of my mission was to make 

it convenient.”
Patrons can bring their old 

shampoo, conditioner, hand 
soap, laundry detergent, dish 
soap containers or any bottle of 
their choice to be refilled with 
natural, organic and chemical-
free products. Bottles must be 
empty and rinsed out prior to 
taking for refill. Gabrielle’s 

Greenery charges by the ounce, 
and bottles can be filled to a 
customer’s preferred ounce 
level. Shampoo and conditioner 
scents include lavender, 
lemongrass and sage, and 
rosemary mint. The laundry 
detergent is unscented but can 

Albuquerque teen launches pop-up 
aimed at helping the planet

It’s easy being

GREEN

Gabrielle’s Greenery logo 

COURTESY OF GABRIELLE PARRULLI

Gabrielle Parrulli, 17, founded Gabrielle’s Greenery, a refillery that offers eco-friendly products, a thrift 
clothing rack and succulents.
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BY ADRIAN GOMEZ
JOURNAL ARTS EDITOR

Family history.
It can often be full of 

surprises.
In the PBS four-part 

series, “My Grandparents’ 
War,” four British actors take 
a journey into the past to 
understand the impact of World 
War II on their families.

The series features Helena 
Bonham Carter, Mark Rylance, 
Kristin Scott Thomas and Carey 
Mulligan.

The second episode with 
Rylance will air at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, April 11 on New Mexico 
PBS. The next two featuring 
Scott Thomas and Mulligan air 
at 7 p.m. on April 18 and April 
25, respectively.

Bonham Carter’s episode will 
air again on May 2.

“From the beaches of Dunkirk 
to the former site of a POW camp 
in Hong Kong, the actors retrace 
their grandparents’ footsteps 
during the conflict,” says Lesley 
Norman, executive producer 
for WNET. “Combining key 
elements in history with 
genealogy, the series uncovers 
universal themes of love, 
courage, and self — sacrifice, 
and the remarkable stories of 
ordinary people drawn in the 
world’s most horrific wars.”

Each of the actors found the 
people to be interviewed to help 

tell their family story.
Rylance found out that both 

of his grandfathers were in 
Japanese prisoner of war camps 
— one civilian camp and one 
military camp.

“They contacted me and said, 
‘You know, we would fly you 
there. But more importantly, 
we’ll put all of our researchers 
onto the question of what 
happened to them, if you are 
content with us to tell you that 
information in front of the 
camera. So, we’re not going 
to tell you before, but we’ll 
take you to a location,’ such as 
the location where one of my 
grandfathers fought against 
the Japanese on Christmas 
Eve, ‘and then we’ll tell you 
what happened to him, from 
letters and evidence that we 
have,’ ” Rylance says. “They also 

allowed me to bring my father. 
And though he only appears 
for a moment in the film, he 
was there with me at every 
occasion, and we were able to 
speak and weep together and 
laugh together and talk together 
during the whole thing. So, 
you know, who wouldn’t like 
that kind of experience in your 

life?  It was very, very rich. The 
film’s just the kind of top part of 
the richness of it for me.”

Meanwhile Bonham Carter 
says the production process was 
very well set up and gave her the 
opportunity to learn more about 
her history.

“And, also, what it gave me 
the opportunity was having 

these conversations with the 
different generation, the existing 
generation, my mother’s 
generation,” Bonham Carter 
says. 

“So, I had these very personal 
conversations with my uncle 
and his cousin, his relatives 
and my mother. And going back 
to places, which, for instance, 
David hadn’t been back to his 
childhood home for a long 
time.  And it was very healing 
for them, too,” she says. “So, it 
was very moving for everyone. 
So, I know that I did a favor in 
accepting it, not only for myself, 
but for my uncle, who I think 
completed his whole life, in a 
way, was trying to give some 
recognition to his father and 
what he did.  And I think it was 
very — it was very moving and a 
real gift, yes.”

be infused with essential oils.
“It’s to help reduce plastic 

waste and stop the demand,” 
Parrulli said. “The more 
you buy plastic, the more the 
manufacturers make it. So it’s to 
keep reusing what you already 
have. And so we use it so it’s 
healthy for the environment and 
us.”

Gabrielle’s Greenery extends 
beyond reusing containers. It 
also has a rack of thrift clothing 
for everyone. Parrulli had been 
selling clothes to friends through 
the multimedia messaging 
app Snapchat and decided to 
incorporate it into her new 
business. The used clothing is 
in good condition in a variety 
of styles for all walks of life. 
Shoppers will also find vintage 
jackets decorated with studs and 
chains by Parrulli’s brother.

To continue with the green 
theme, the pop-up sells 
succulents and other larger 
houseplants as well as pots, soil 
and more.

“There’s a lot of benefits to 
them, purifying the air, helping 
reduce carbon in the air and 
just helping around the Earth,” 
Parrulli said.

Gabrielle’s Greenery’s first 
pop-up took place at the Bridges 
on Tramway shopping center, 
12501 Candelaria NE. The 
location proved successful and 
Parrulli plans to frequent the 
spot. She also has plans for the 
pop-up at other locations. 

For now, Parrulli plans 

to open the pop-up from 
10 a.m. to about 2 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Customers can visit 
gabriellesgreeneryrefillery.
com and click on the social 
media links to find out where 
Gabrielle’s Greenery will pop up 

next.
Parrulli said she will increase 

her hours of operation after 
she graduates from Gilbert L. 
Sena Charter High School in the 
summer. She was informed in 
February that she had enough 
credits to graduate early. The 
news was bittersweet to Parrulli.

“I’ve played sports my whole 
life,” Parrulli explained. “So 
when I found out there were no 
sports this year and I was just 
online for school the entire time, 
it was more of a motivation to 
just keep pushing for (Gabrielle’s 
Greenery). Because I didn’t want 
to go out like that. 

“You know, (it’s) the last years 
of my childhood and I just didn’t 
do anything cool. So I’m like, I 
need something to hold on to, to 
remember. And I’ve always told 
people I want to do business, and 
they kind of would make it sound 
like I have to wait till I’m an 
adult. So that was another thing 
is I’m like, no, I don’t have to, I 
can do this now. Let me just try 
and see how far it goes.”
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Succulents sold at Gabrielle’s 
Greenery.

Eco-friendly products and thrift 
clothing are some of the offer-
ings at Gabrielle’s Greenery.

COURTESY OF GABRIELLE PARRULLI

Gabrielle’s Greenery refills bottles with eco-friendly detergents, 
shampoos, conditioners and more.
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New Mexico State 
University’s Chile Pepper 
Institute will host its annual 
spring sale from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Thursday, April 15, and 
Friday, April 16.

The sale will feature a 
variety of chile peppers, 
tomatoes, eggplants, 
tomatillos and herbs — all 
grown by Chile Pepper 
Institute staff and NMSU 
students. It will take 
place outdoors, following 
COVID-19 safety protocols, 
and customers must wear 
face masks and adhere to 
social distancing guidelines 
at all times.

“We will have a wide 
variety of chile peppers, 
including super-hots like 
Bhut Jolokia and Trinidad 
Moruga Scorpion peppers, 
as well as traditional New 
Mexico varieties such as the 
medium-heat Heritage Big 
Jim, the mild Heritage 6-4 
and the hot Sandia Select,” 
said Liza Lopez, program 
coordinator for the Chile 
Pepper Institute in a news 
release. “We also have a 
very nice assortment of 
tomato plants, with several 
varieties suitable for 
container growing, along 

with herbs, eggplants and 
tomatillos.”

Lopez said now is the 
perfect time to plant chiles 
and tomatoes in home 
gardens.

All proceeds from the 
sale, located at the Fabian 
Garcia Science Center, 
113 W. University Ave. in 
Las Cruces, will benefit 
chile pepper research and 
education at NMSU. 

For more information, 
contact 575-646-3028 or cpi@
nmsu.edu.

Chile Pepper Institute 
to host annual sale

COURTESY OF THE  
NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY  

CHILE PEPPER INSTITUTE

The New Mexico State Uni-
versity Chile Pepper Insti-
tute will host its spring sale 
Thursday, April 15, and Fri-
day, April 16, at the Fabian 
Garcia Science Center, 113 
W. University Ave. 

FOSTER OR ADOPT 
A NEW MEXICO YOUTH
The children featured in this weekly column 

are in foster care and are currently available for adoption. 
About 300 children in New Mexico are waiting to be 
placed permanently with a family. They range in age 
from newborns to 17. Many were placed into state custody 
because of abuse or neglect and may require medication or 
therapy. For information, call the New Mexico Children, 
Youth and Families Department at 800-432-2075. 

COURTESY OF N.M. CYFD

Sadie, 15, is creative and 
loves learning about the 
ocean.

Meet Sadie, 15.
She is a 

creative and 
social teenager.

She has a dream to one 
day help save the coral reefs 
and loves to learn about the 
ocean.

In her free time she enjoys 
reading, experimenting 
with cosmetics, swimming, 
dancing and drawing.

Sadie would benefit from 
a family that is patient and 
calm, and will support her 
in becoming an independent 
young adult.

Creative 15-year-old loves 
learning about the ocean

Connecting  
the generations

PBS series looks at four actors’ families and the 
impact World War II had on their lives

ON TV
“My Grandparents’ War,” features 
Helena Bonham Carter, Mark 
Rylance, Kristin Scott Thomas 
and Carey Mulligan. The second 
episode with Rylance will air 
at 7 p.m. Sunday, April 11 on 
New Mexico PBS. The next two 
featuring Scott Thomas and 
Mulligan air at 7 p.m. on April 
18 and April 25, respectively. 
Bonham Carter’s episode will air 
again on May 2.

Actor Mark 
Rylance trav-
els to Hong 
Kong. His 
grandfather 
Osmond 
Skinner 
was held as 
a POW in 
Hong Kong 
for nearly 
four years 
during World 
War II.

COURTESY OF WILD PICTURES

Actress Helena Bonham Carter in Stockton, Wiltshire beside the grave of her father.

ABQ teen 
launches
eco-friendly  
pop-up
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